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PREAMBLE 

This is the foundational blueprint of the Direct Democracy and Sortition Assemblies governance 

architecture for the Civic Commonwealth of the British Isles. It is a constitutional instrument — written not 

for the convenience of the generation that produces it, but for the governance of every generation that 

follows it. 

This third edition incorporates everything established in the second edition — the ten adversarial attack 

vectors and their constitutional responses — and adds the foundational civic architecture that 

distinguishes the Civic Commonwealth from every governance experiment that has preceded it: a 

working week of three days, a fourth day given over to civic community labour, an education system 

designed to produce thinking human beings rather than compliant economic units, energy sovereignty 

through underground nuclear infrastructure, a military confined to the defence of these islands, a new 

definition of who belongs to the British Isles and what that belonging means, and a global diplomatic 

posture that replaces political representation with practical assistance. 

The most important single principle of the Civic Commonwealth has no chapter of its own, because it 

runs through every chapter: there is no politics here. Politics — the organised competition for power 

between factions seeking to capture governance for their own purposes — is the precise mechanism 

through which representative democracy has been corrupted into an instrument of concentrated private 

interest. The Civic Commonwealth does not regulate politics or reform it. It eliminates the structural 

conditions that make politics possible. When governance is exercised by randomly selected ordinary 

residents serving fixed non-renewable terms, with no career to build and no faction to serve, the incentive 

structure that produces politics does not exist. This is not naive — it is architectural. 

The Civic Commonwealth has no political parties, no political careers, no political donors, no 
political campaigns, and no political class. It has residents who take turns governing, and a 
constitutional architecture designed to ensure that their governance serves the common interest. 
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PART I — FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES 

Chapter 1 — The No-Politics Doctrine 

The decision to describe DD&SA as a system without politics requires precision, because "politics" can 

mean several things. In the narrow sense — the management of collective decisions in conditions of 

disagreement — politics is unavoidable and is not what this doctrine eliminates. In the structural sense — 

the organised competition for governance authority between factions with distinct interests, identities, and 

power bases — politics is the source of the governance failure this architecture is designed to correct, 

and it is this sense that the No-Politics Doctrine addresses. 

The No-Politics Doctrine has four operational consequences. First, there are no political parties in the 

Civic Commonwealth. No organisation may be registered, funded, or operated for the purpose of 

achieving governance influence through organised electoral or quasi-electoral competition. The Civic 

Commonwealth has no electoral process through which organised political parties could compete. 

Second, there are no political careers. No resident can build a professional life around the pursuit of 

governance authority. Sortition assembly service is a civic obligation, not a career path. The people who 

govern are the people who are governing — not people who have spent decades manoeuvring to be in a 

position to govern. Third, there are no political donors. The absence of electoral competition eliminates 

the mechanism through which financial contributions to political campaigns purchase governance 

influence. Fourth, there is no political class. The administrative infrastructure of the Civic Commonwealth 

is staffed by civic professionals whose authority is strictly procedural — they support and implement 

governance decisions; they do not make them. 

The No-Politics Doctrine is not a suppression of debate. The Civic Commonwealth is designed for 

vigorous, structured, evidence-rich deliberation on every matter of public significance. Assembly 

members disagree with each other — this is constitutionally desired. The adversarial briefing architecture 

exists precisely to ensure that genuine disagreements are surfaced and examined. What the doctrine 

eliminates is not disagreement but the organisation of disagreement into permanent competing factions 

whose survival depends on the perpetuation of division rather than on the resolution of the underlying 

questions. 

1.1 The Ex-Politician and Ex-Senior Civil Servant Exclusion 

No person who has held elected political office at any level — from parish council to Parliament — may 

serve in any sortition assembly for a period of fifteen years following the conclusion of their most recent 

political term. No person who has held a Senior Civil Service grade position, or the equivalent in any 

devolved administration, may serve in any sortition assembly for a period of ten years following the 

conclusion of their most recent such appointment. 

These exclusions are anti-capture provisions of the highest constitutional importance. Their purpose is to 

prevent the No-Politics Doctrine from being undermined by the participation in sortition governance of 

people who have spent their careers developing the specific skills, networks, and habits of thought that 

political and senior administrative careers produce — skills that are, in the context of sortition 

deliberation, precisely the tools of capture rather than the tools of genuine democratic service. 

The exclusions apply regardless of the specific positions held, the political parties served, or the quality 

of the individual's public service record. They are structural provisions, not personal judgements. A 

former Secretary of State who was an exemplary public servant is subject to the fifteen-year exclusion for 

the same reason as a mediocre backbencher: the career has produced a set of institutional relationships, 

professional habits, and access to networks of influence that are incompatible with the genuine 

randomness of sortition assembly composition. 

The same principle applies to senior civic officers of the Civic Commonwealth itself once it is established: 

any civic professional who has served at Director level or above in any civic institution is subject to a ten-
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year exclusion from sortition assembly service following the conclusion of that service. The Civic 

Commonwealth cannot permit its own administrative class to rotate into assembly positions and thereby 

reconnect the administrative and governance functions that the constitutional architecture is designed to 

keep separate. 

Chapter 2 — The British Isles Inhabitant: Definition and Status 

The Civic Commonwealth replaces the concept of citizenship — a legal status granted by a political 

state, contingent on the state's assessment of the applicant's contribution, compliance, or heritage — 

with the concept of inhabitant status, rooted in belonging to a community of place rather than a 

relationship with a political authority. 

2.1 The British Isles Inhabitant (BII) 

A British Isles Inhabitant is a person who meets one of the following two criteria. The first criterion: born 

within the territory of the British Isles, to at least two parents who are themselves British Isles Inhabitants 

at the time of the birth. The second criterion: born outside the territory of the British Isles, to at least one 

parent who is a British Isles Inhabitant, provided that the child takes up residence in the British Isles 

before their third birthday and maintains that residence thereafter. 

BII status is the constitutional foundation of the right to full civic participation — including inclusion on the 

Civic Participation Register, eligibility for sortition assembly service, eligibility to vote in Direct Democracy 

referenda, and access to the full range of Civic Floor provisions. BII status is recorded at birth or, for 

those acquiring it under the second criterion, at the point of registration following the child's 

establishment of residence. 

BII status is not hereditary in perpetuity. A person born to two BII parents who has never lived in the 

British Isles cannot claim BII status on that basis alone. The status is grounded in community 

membership — in the lived relationship between a person and the place they inhabit — not in bloodline. 

The second criterion's requirement that the child establish residence before age three reflects this 

grounding: the community connection must be established in the formative years of life to count as a 

genuine community membership for constitutional purposes. 

2.2 Resident Status 

Not all residents of the British Isles are British Isles Inhabitants. People who have moved to the British 

Isles from elsewhere — whether as workers, students, family members of BIIs, or those seeking safety 

— hold resident status rather than BII status. Resident status carries important rights: the Civic Floor 

protections apply to all residents, not only BIIs; the Civic Justice Architecture protects all residents 

equally; and residents who have lived in the British Isles for ten continuous years may apply for BII status 

through the BII Establishment process. 

The BII Establishment process is not a political or bureaucratic discretion — it is a constitutional 

procedure with defined criteria. A resident who has lived in the British Isles for ten continuous years, who 

has completed the required period of civic engagement (including Community Day participation and at 

minimum one involvement in the civic education or facilitation infrastructure), and who has no 

outstanding Civic Justice Architecture proceedings against them, is entitled to BII status as a 

constitutional right, not a favour granted by any authority. 

2.3 Consequences of Inhabitant Status for Governance 

The definition of BII status has direct consequences for the composition of sortition assembly pools. Only 

BIIs are included in the Civic Participation Register from which assembly pools are drawn. This ensures 

that the governance of the British Isles is conducted by people who have the deepest community 
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connection to its territory — not as a nativist or exclusionary principle, but as the constitutional 

expression of the community self-governance that sortition embodies. 

Residents who are not BIIs are not without civic voice. They participate in Standing Civic Panels, 

Community Assembly Networks, and the direct democracy petition process. Their formal representations 

to assemblies carry the same constitutional weight as those of BIIs. The specific exclusion from sortition 

assembly pools reflects the community membership basis of sortition — the random selection of a 

community's own members to govern that community — rather than any hierarchical assessment of the 

worth of different residents. 

Chapter 3 — The Inviolable Rules 

The Inviolable Rules are the constitutional floor of the Civic Commonwealth. They define the conditions 

without which the architecture cannot function as genuine democratic governance. They may be modified 

only through: a two-thirds supermajority of the National Sortition Assembly; a three-month public 

deliberation period; a Direct Democracy referendum with a sixty per cent threshold; and ratification by at 

least three of the four territorial assemblies. No emergency, no necessity, and no authority can suspend 

an Inviolable Rule through any lesser process. 

 

IR-01  Resident sovereignty. All governance authority derives from the resident body of the Civic 

Commonwealth. No institution, assembly, officer, or system holds sovereignty independent of this delegation. 

IR-02  No politics. No political party, no electoral campaign organisation, no political faction, and no body 

organised for the purpose of achieving governance influence through organised political competition may 
operate within the Civic Commonwealth. The conditions that produce organised politics are constitutionally 
eliminated. 

IR-03  Sortition integrity. All assembly draws are conducted by verified cryptographic randomisation from 

the Civic Participation Register. No modification to this process may be made by any authority below the 
Inviolable Rule modification threshold. 

IR-04  Non-recurrence. No resident may serve in any sortition assembly within ten years of completing 

previous sortition service. 

IR-05  Fixed non-renewable terms. No assembly term may be extended by any authority or emergency 

provision. 

IR-06  Ex-politician and ex-senior civil servant exclusion. No person who has held elected political office 

may serve in any sortition assembly within fifteen years of that service. No person who has held Senior Civil 
Service grade or equivalent may serve within ten years. 

IR-07  Deliberative adversarialism. Every substantive assembly session must receive evidence from at least 

two experts holding genuinely different analytical positions. 

IR-08  Epistemic diversity. The NES must maintain a registered expert pool meeting the annual Epistemic 

Diversity Standards. Failure triggers automatic remediation. 

IR-09  Transparent deliberation. All assembly deliberations are recorded in full and published within 48 

hours. No governance deliberation occurs in private. 

IR-10  Freedom from external pressure. No assembly member may receive any communication from any 

external party regarding assembly business outside the formal evidence programme. 

IR-11  Honest evidence. All evidence presented to any assembly must disclose the presenter's identity, 

institutional affiliations, all research funding sources, and all material conflicts of interest. 

IR-12  Post-service independence. No resident who has served in a sortition assembly may work for, 

advise, or consult to any organisation that was the subject of a civic decision they participated in, within ten 
years of service conclusion. 

IR-13  Civic Floor universality. The Maslow Constraint applies to every resident regardless of any 

characteristic. No decision may make any resident unable to access Civic Floor provisions. 

IR-14  Direct democracy override. The resident body retains the right to petition for a Direct Democracy 

referendum on any matter. The petition threshold cannot be increased by any assembly. 

IR-15  Constitutional self-restraint. No assembly may extend its own authority, term, or composition by its 

own resolution. 
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IR-16  Permanence of the Institutional Drift Observatory. The IDO cannot be dissolved, defunded, or 

restructured by any process below Inviolable Rule modification complexity. 

IR-17  Separation of administration from governance. Permanent civic officers advise, support, and 

implement. They do not make governance decisions. 

IR-18  Independence of the Civic Justice Architecture. Magisters operate with full independence from all 

assemblies and civic officers. 

IR-19  Sovereign Digital Network integrity. The SDN is publicly owned, cannot be privatised, and must meet 

the constitutional security and accessibility standards defined in Part XII. 

IR-20  Anti-concentration. No individual may simultaneously hold positions in more than one of the three 

oversight tiers. 

IR-21  Historical record immutability. All constitutional archive records may not be retroactively modified. 

Corrections are added alongside originals, not substituted. 

IR-22  Intergenerational obligation. No civic decision may impose irreversible costs on future generations 

without proportionate benefit to those generations. 

IR-23  Energy sovereignty. The British Isles generates all its energy domestically. No civic decision may 

create structural energy dependence on any foreign supplier. 

IR-24  Military restraint. The armed forces of the Civic Commonwealth defend the British Isles and its 

inhabitants. They do not participate in any foreign war, occupation, or armed conflict beyond the territorial 
waters and airspace of the British Isles, except in constitutional defence of BIIs abroad through non-military 
means. 

IR-25  Three-day working week. The standard working week for all non-exempted residents is three days, 

Monday to Wednesday. This cannot be extended by any employer, any civic decision, or any emergency 
provision except through the Inviolable Rule modification process. 

IR-26  Community Day. Thursday of every working week is Community Day — a constitutional civic 

obligation of eight hours' community service for all able residents not in exempted categories. Community Day 
cannot be commercialised, privatised, or replaced by financial contribution. 

IR-27  No-Politics doctrine in education. The civic education system teaches children how to think, how to 

reason, and how to engage with evidence. It does not promote any political ideology, any party affiliation, or 
any predetermined conclusion about governance. 
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PART II — THE CIVIC WEEK: WORK, COMMUNITY, AND 
REST 

The civic week of the British Isles is the most visibly distinctive feature of the Civic Commonwealth and 

the one that most concretely embodies its foundational values. It is not a productivity scheme. It is a 

constitutional expression of what the Civic Commonwealth believes about the relationship between work, 

community, and human flourishing. 

The standard week is structured as follows. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday are working days, each 

of ten hours, during which employed and self-employed residents pursue their primary economic activity. 

Thursday is Community Day — eight hours of civic labour in the community, contributing directly to the 

maintenance and development of the shared infrastructure of daily life. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday are 

rest days — constitutionally protected time for family, personal development, cultural life, and renewal. 

The entire structure applies from the age of eighteen onwards, aligned with the tertiary education 

schedule at the sixteen-to-eighteen stage. 

Chapter 4 — The Three-Day Working Week 

4.1 Constitutional Basis 

The three-day working week is not an economic policy that assemblies may revise at will. It is an 

Inviolable Rule — a constitutional commitment to a different relationship between work and life than 

industrial capitalism has produced. The Civic Commonwealth does not regard work as the primary 

purpose of human existence or the primary measure of a person's value. Work is one dimension of a full 

human life. Three days of intensive, well-remunerated working activity provides the economic 

contribution that sustains the Civic Commonwealth's infrastructure and services. The remaining four days 

— one of community obligation, three of personal freedom — provide the time for the other dimensions of 

human life that an adequate civilisation should sustain. 

4.2 The Ten-Hour Day 

Each of the three working days is ten hours of contracted activity, making the full working week thirty 

hours. Research on working hours consistently demonstrates that output per hour does not decline 

significantly within a ten-hour day for most occupations and declines sharply beyond it. Thirty hours of 

focused, adequately rested work produces comparable output to the forty-hour week of industrial 

capitalism for most knowledge-economy and service-economy roles, and superior output for roles 

requiring sustained creativity, complex judgment, or careful physical skill. 

The ten-hour day applies to contracted employment. It does not create a ceiling on voluntary activity — a 

resident who chooses to spend additional personal time on creative, intellectual, or community work 

beyond their contracted hours and Community Day is constitutionally free to do so. The constitutional 

provision is a floor and a standard, not a surveillance mechanism. 

4.3 Exempted Categories 

The three-day working week standard does not apply to the following categories, which have their own 

constitutional working frameworks: 

● Emergency workers — paramedics, firefighters, coastguard, and all emergency response personnel 

— who operate on shift rotas designed around 24/7 service delivery, with equivalent rest provisions 

● Carers providing full-time care for dependent family members, who are constitutionally recognised as 

performing essential civic labour and are supported by the Carer's Civic Income 

● Residents who are physically or mentally incapable of standard working activity, who are supported by 

the Civic Floor health and income provisions 
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● Armed forces personnel, who operate under the constitutional defence framework with its own hours 

and rest provisions 

● Mothers — and sole primary carers — of children under five years of age, who receive the Civic 

Parental Income and are not subject to any working week standard during this period 

● Infrastructure workers in continuous operation roles — power station operators, water treatment 

operatives, and equivalent roles — who operate on appropriate shift rotations with equivalent weekly 

hours across all days 

● Energy sector workers at SMR installations and Batholith energy facilities, operating continuous 

operational rotas 

● Finance sector workers in roles requiring real-time market participation, operating on adapted 

schedules with constitutional rest provisions 

● Agricultural workers during defined seasonal intensification periods, with assembly-authorised 

temporary extensions not exceeding four weeks per year and full rest restoration thereafter 

Employers in all sectors are constitutionally prohibited from pressuring, incentivising, or expecting work 

beyond the contracted three-day week from any non-exempted employee. Breach of this prohibition 

constitutes a Civic Rule violation subject to Civic Justice Architecture proceedings. 

4.4 Remuneration Structure 

The three-day working week does not reduce overall resident income, because the productivity gains 

from a well-rested, highly focused workforce, combined with the economic contribution of Community 

Day, sustain the economic output on which resident wellbeing depends. Pay rates are calibrated to the 

thirty-hour week, not reduced proportionally from a forty-hour baseline. The minimum civic income — the 

guaranteed floor below which no working resident's earnings may fall — is set by the NSA annually and 

reviewed by the Civic Floor Review Assembly every five years. 

Chapter 5 — Community Day 

Community Day — Thursday of every working week — is one of the most important constitutional 

provisions of the Civic Commonwealth. It is the practical, physical, weekly expression of the principle that 

a community is maintained not only by the specialists who are paid to maintain it, but by all of its 

members taking turns to understand, to value, and to contribute to the infrastructure of shared life. It is 

also, over time, one of the most powerful anti-capture provisions in the entire architecture, because it 

ensures that the populations whose decisions govern the civic system have direct, experiential 

knowledge of what that system consists of. 

5.1 What Community Day Is 

Community Day is eight hours of directed civic labour, contributed by every able resident — every BII 

and long-term resident in non-exempted categories — to the maintenance, development, and 

improvement of the community infrastructure of the British Isles. It is not voluntary, not purchasable, not 

substitutable by financial contribution, and not transferable. It is a constitutional obligation of equivalent 

status to sortition assembly service — a recognition that the civic commonwealth is maintained by the 

collective labour of its members, not merely by the taxes they pay to employ others to do it for them. 

The domains of Community Day activity cover the full range of infrastructure on which community life 

depends. Residents rotate through these domains on a structured cycle managed by the Community Day 

Coordination Authority at local level, ensuring that every resident gains experience across multiple 

domains over the course of a year: 

● Agricultural labour — working alongside farmers and agricultural workers on the tasks of planting, 

cultivation, maintenance, harvesting, and post-harvest processing that produce the food on which the 

population depends. The contribution of thousands of additional workers to British farms for one day 

per week is not merely agricultural policy — it is a transformation of the relationship between the 

urban majority and the rural systems that feed them. 
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● Canal and waterway maintenance — the British Isles has approximately 3,000 miles of navigable 

canals and rivers that serve both ecological and transport functions. Their maintenance — clearing 

vegetation, repairing towpaths, maintaining locks and sluices, monitoring water quality — is currently 

conducted by a small workforce. Community Day provides the labour that comprehensive 

maintenance of this extraordinary civic infrastructure requires. 

● Road and footpath maintenance — not the major highway engineering that requires specialist 

equipment and contractors, but the pothole filling, verge management, footpath clearing, drainage 

maintenance, and minor repair work that local road networks continuously require and that currently 

falls into arrears for want of labour. 

● Forestry and woodland management — planting, thinning, clearing, management of public woodland 

and the extensive community forest networks, maintenance of hedgerows and field boundaries, 

monitoring of invasive species, and the physical work of ecological restoration that the environmental 

covenant of the Civic Commonwealth requires. 

● Sewage and water treatment — supervised by qualified operatives, residents contribute to the 

maintenance of the treatment facilities, the clearing of combined sewer overflow structures, the 

management of treatment plant grounds, and the educational programme that helps community 

members understand where their water comes from and where their waste goes. 

● Care support — supplementary support for care homes, hospitals, schools for children with additional 

needs, and other care settings, working alongside professional carers to provide companionship, 

activity support, and additional capacity that professional staffing alone cannot provide. 

● Environmental monitoring and restoration — conducting wildlife surveys, water quality testing, air 

quality monitoring, litter management, beach cleaning, riverbank restoration, and the data collection 

work that the environmental monitoring systems of the Civic Commonwealth depend on. 

● Community facility maintenance — painting, minor repairs, cleaning, and maintenance of community 

halls, civic buildings, libraries, parks, and public spaces. 

● Emergency preparedness — training and community readiness activities in first aid, flood response, 

fire safety, and the community resilience skills that mean a well-prepared community can respond to 

an emergency in the hours before specialist emergency workers arrive. 

5.2 The Agricultural Contribution in Detail 

The agricultural dimension of Community Day deserves particular attention because its contribution to 

national food security is quantifiable and transformative. The British Isles has approximately 18 million 

adults in non-exempted categories. Each of those adults contributes one eight-hour day to Community 

Day each week. The allocation of agricultural Community Day work varies by season — weighted toward 

agricultural activity during planting and harvest periods — but even at a conservative average allocation 

of fifteen per cent of Community Day labour to agricultural work, this represents: 

2.7 million person-days of agricultural labour per week, or approximately 21.6 million hours. At a standard 

agricultural labour rate, this is equivalent to adding approximately 540,000 full-time equivalent agricultural 

workers to the British farming workforce — effectively doubling the agricultural labour force available to 

British farmers at no direct cost to the farmer. 

The consequences are not merely quantitative. When 2.7 million urban and suburban residents spend 

regular time in agricultural settings — learning how food is grown, understanding the physical demands 

of farming, experiencing the seasonal rhythms of cultivation and harvest — they carry that understanding 

back into the civic decisions they participate in as sortition assembly members. An assembly making 

decisions about agricultural framework, food security, or rural infrastructure contains people who have 

ploughed fields, planted vegetables, harvested grain, and mended fences. Their decisions are grounded 

in reality rather than administrative abstraction. 

5.3 The Anti-Capture Function of Community Day 

Community Day is, among other things, the most widely distributed anti-capture provision in the civic 

architecture. The specific capture risk it addresses is the tendency of governance systems to make 

decisions about infrastructure, services, and civic functions on the basis of second-hand administrative 
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knowledge rather than direct experience. A sortition assembly member who has spent Thursdays 

clearing sewage overflows, repairing roads, and supporting care workers has a different relationship to 

civic decisions about sewage infrastructure, highway maintenance, and care quality than one who has 

only read reports about these functions. Community Day makes experiential knowledge of the Civic 

Commonwealth's infrastructure a universal, continuously renewed feature of every adult resident's life. 

5.4 Community Day Administration 

The Community Day Coordination Authority (CDCA) at local level allocates residents to specific 

Community Day activities based on a combination of: the resident's own expressed preferences across a 

defined range of domains; the community's current infrastructure priorities, assessed quarterly by the 

relevant LSA; the seasonal requirements of agricultural and environmental work; and the skills and 

physical capabilities of individual residents, so that no resident is allocated to tasks they are physically 

incapable of performing safely. 

Residents who are unable to perform physical Community Day work due to age, disability, or health 

condition are allocated to Community Day activities commensurate with their abilities: administrative 

support, telephone befriending, skilled advisory roles for residents with relevant professional 

backgrounds, mentoring, tutoring, and other non-physical community contributions of equivalent civic 

value. 

Community Day is not supervised by employers. It is civic time — constitutionally protected from 

commercial direction. Employers may not contact non-exempted employees on Community Day, may not 

expect Community Day outputs to benefit the employer commercially, and may not substitute Community 

Day with any payment or alternative arrangement. 
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PART III — THE EDUCATION ARCHITECTURE 

The education system of the Civic Commonwealth is the most important civic institution it contains, 

because it is the institution that determines what kind of people inhabit the Civic Commonwealth in each 

generation — and therefore what kind of governance they are capable of. An education system designed 

to produce compliant workers for a managed economy produces people who expect to be governed and 

accept being manipulated. An education system designed to produce thinking, capable, self-directing 

human beings produces people who can govern themselves. 

The Civic Commonwealth's education system is designed for the latter purpose. It has no political 

content in the sense of promoting particular governance conclusions or ideological frameworks. It has 

extensive political-thinking content in the sense of equipping every child and young person with the 

intellectual tools to engage with complex civic questions on their own terms — to evaluate evidence, to 

identify manipulation, to construct arguments, and to participate fully in the deliberative democracy that 

will ask them to govern and be governed. 

Chapter 6 — The Education Week 

Education takes place on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at the following hours: 0800 to 1600 for all 

stages — primary, secondary, and tertiary. This is an eight-hour day at school, aligned with the civic 

week so that children's education runs parallel to their parents' working days on Monday and 

Wednesday. Thursday is Community Day for students from the age of fourteen onwards, during which 

they participate in age-appropriate versions of the community labour activities that all adult residents 

perform. Friday is an educational day for all stages. 

The education week for the three stages is: 

Stage Age Range Hours Days 

Primary 5–11 0800–1600 (8hr) Mon, Wed, Fri 

Secondary 12–16 0800–1600 (8hr) Mon, Wed, Fri + Community Day (Thu from age 14) 

Tertiary 17–18 0800–1600 (8hr) Mon, Wed, Fri + Community Day (Thu) 

 

Tuesday is a rest day for students at all stages, providing a mid-week break that research consistently 

demonstrates improves learning retention and reduces the anxiety associated with continuous academic 

pressure. The Tuesday rest day also provides time for individual learning, family engagement with 

educational activity, and the community library and learning centre programmes that supplement formal 

schooling. 

Chapter 7 — The Core Curriculum 

7.1 What the Curriculum Is For 

The curriculum of the Civic Commonwealth's education system has one governing purpose: to produce 

adults who can think. Not adults who can recite information — information is universally available through 

the Sovereign Digital Network and requires no educational investment to access. Not adults who can 

pass standardised tests — standardised testing measures compliance with predetermined frameworks, 

not the capacity for independent thought that civic governance requires. Adults who can think: who can 

encounter an unfamiliar problem, gather relevant information, evaluate competing accounts of that 

information, form a justified view, and communicate it clearly to others who disagree. 
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This purpose is achieved through the specific combination of core subjects and the pedagogical 

approach that runs through all of them. The core subjects are not chosen arbitrarily — each of them 

contributes a specific dimension to the thinking capacity that the curriculum aims to develop. 

7.2 Arithmetic and Mathematics 

Arithmetic at primary level and Mathematics through secondary and tertiary are the foundational 

disciplines of quantitative reasoning. Their purpose in the curriculum is not to produce engineers and 

scientists — it is to ensure that every adult in the Civic Commonwealth can read a statistical claim with 

scepticism, understand a budget with comprehension, assess a risk with realism, and recognise when 

numbers are being used to mislead rather than to illuminate. Mathematical literacy is civic literacy: a 

resident who cannot evaluate quantitative evidence cannot participate fully in evidence-based democratic 

deliberation. 

Mathematics education in the Civic Commonwealth moves away from rote procedural training — the 

mechanical application of algorithms to stylised problems — toward conceptual understanding and 

application to real contexts. Students who understand why mathematical operations work, not just how to 

perform them, can adapt their mathematical thinking to novel situations. The real-world context for 

mathematical education includes Community Day contexts: estimating crop yields, calculating material 

requirements for infrastructure repair, reading water treatment data, and understanding energy 

production statistics. 

7.3 English 

English — reading, writing, speaking, and listening — is the medium of civic participation. Every form of 

democratic engagement that the Civic Commonwealth provides depends on it: understanding evidence 

presented to an assembly, writing a formal representation, participating in a Community Assembly 

Network discussion, evaluating a referendum information document, or serving as a sortition assembly 

member deliberating on a complex civic question. The English curriculum is therefore not a literacy 

curriculum in the narrow sense — it is a civic participation curriculum. 

At primary level, English education focuses on the mechanics of reading and writing, the pleasure of 

literature, and the basic skills of articulate verbal communication. At secondary level, it develops the 

critical reading of argument — understanding how texts construct claims, evaluate evidence, use 

rhetoric, and reach conclusions — alongside the writing of clear, honest, well-evidenced prose. At tertiary 

level, it extends to the specific skills of civic communication: how to write a formal representation, how to 

evaluate a research summary, how to participate in structured deliberation without dominating or being 

silenced, and how to disagree constructively. 

7.4 Engineering 

Engineering — the application of scientific, mathematical, and design knowledge to the creation of 

functional systems and structures — is one of the least common subjects in secondary curricula 

internationally and one of the most important for a civic population. The Civic Commonwealth adds 

engineering to the core curriculum for reasons that are constitutional, not merely economic. 

The constitutional reason is this: the Civic Commonwealth's governance architecture makes ordinary 

residents responsible for decisions about infrastructure, energy, water, buildings, transport, and every 

other domain that engineering shapes. An assembly member who has no understanding of what 

engineering constraints look like — of what is physically possible, what is structurally sound, what is 

achievable within defined parameters — cannot evaluate engineering claims made by experts, cannot 

distinguish credible from implausible infrastructure proposals, and cannot resist the capture of technical 

authority by those who deploy engineering language to conceal political choices. 

Engineering education in the Civic Commonwealth is practical and conceptual: students build things, 

identify failure modes, understand materials, and grasp the relationship between design choices and 
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physical consequences. They also study engineering history — the great successes and catastrophic 

failures that illustrate what happens when engineering decisions are made well and when they are not. 

Community Day provides natural engineering education contexts: infrastructure maintenance requires 

the same analytical approach as formal engineering, applied to real systems at community scale. 

7.5 The Three Sciences 

The three main sciences — Biology, Chemistry, and Physics — form the scientific core of the curriculum. 

Each contributes a different dimension of scientific understanding, and together they provide the 

foundation for the evidence-based reasoning that democratic deliberation requires. 

Biology equips students to engage with questions of health, nutrition, ecology, agriculture, and the living 

systems that Community Day labour interacts with directly. Chemistry equips them to understand 

materials, energy, environmental processes, and the chemical dimension of the water treatment, food 

production, and industrial systems that Community Day and civic governance both address. Physics 

equips them to understand energy, forces, infrastructure, and the physical constraints within which all 

engineering and agricultural decisions are made. The three sciences are taught with consistent emphasis 

on the methodology of science — on how we know what we know, on the difference between evidence 

and assertion, and on the provisional nature of scientific conclusions — because this methodology is the 

template for the evidence-based deliberation that the civic system depends on. 

7.6 Art and Drama 

Art and Drama are core subjects in the Civic Commonwealth curriculum, not optional extras. Their 

inclusion is not decorative — it reflects a constitutional understanding of what human beings are and 

what education is for. 

Art — including visual art, craft, and design — develops the capacity for perception, for attention to 

physical reality, for the translation of experience into communicable form, and for the patient, iterative 

process of making something that works aesthetically and functionally. These are not peripheral skills. 

They are the skills of a person who notices the world they inhabit — who sees the state of the canal 

bank, the quality of the road surface, the design of the community building — and brings genuine 

aesthetic and functional standards to civic decisions about the built and natural environment. 

Drama develops the capacity for empathy — for understanding the experience of people whose lives are 

different from one's own — and for effective verbal and physical communication. A sortition assembly 

deliberation is, in part, a performance: it requires the ability to communicate clearly, to listen actively, to 

respond to what others have said rather than to what you planned to say, and to hold a complex 

emotional and intellectual process open for sufficient time to reach genuine understanding. Drama 

education develops exactly these capacities. 

7.7 Geography 

Geography in the Civic Commonwealth curriculum encompasses physical geography — the landforms, 

climate systems, ecosystems, and natural processes that shape the British Isles and the wider world — 

and human geography — the patterns of settlement, land use, economic activity, migration, and cultural 

distribution that determine what communities look like and how they function. Both are essential for civic 

governance. 

Physical geography provides the contextual understanding within which environmental decisions are 

made: what watersheds mean for water management, what soil types mean for agricultural capacity, 

what coastal geomorphology means for flood risk and coastal defence, what the ecology of different 

landscape types requires for maintenance and resilience. Human geography provides the understanding 

of why communities have the forms they do, what the consequences of infrastructure and planning 

decisions are for community patterns, and how the geographic distribution of population relates to the 

design of governance at different scales. 
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7.8 World and British History 

History — both British and world — is the subject through which students develop their understanding of 

how societies change over time, how governance systems arise and fail, what the consequences of 

different social and economic arrangements have been for human wellbeing, and what patterns of cause 

and effect connect the past to the present. It is also, importantly, the subject in which students practise 

the evaluation of historical evidence: primary sources, conflicting accounts, interpretive frameworks, and 

the distinction between what we know, what we can reasonably infer, and what remains genuinely 

contested. 

The inclusion of world history alongside British history is constitutional: the Civic Commonwealth does 

not promote the view that British experience is paradigmatic or that British history is the central story of 

human civilisation. Students study the governance systems of ancient Athens and Rome, the 

administrative traditions of the Mughal, Ottoman, and Chinese empires, the constitutional experiments of 

the American and French revolutions, the devastating governance failures of the twentieth century, and 

the contemporary diversity of democratic and quasi-democratic arrangements globally. This comparative 

historical education is the foundation of the epistemic humility that the No-Politics doctrine requires: a 

population that understands how many different governance experiments have been tried, how many 

have failed, and what conditions have produced both failure and success is much better placed to 

evaluate the DD&SA architecture and its alternatives than one whose historical horizon extends only to 

Westminster. 

7.9 How to Think: The Pedagogical Architecture 

The most important element of the curriculum is not any specific subject — it is the pedagogical 

approach that runs through all of them. The Civic Commonwealth's education system is explicitly 

designed to teach students how to think, not what to think. This distinction is constitutional: an education 

system that teaches predetermined conclusions is an indoctrination system regardless of the truth value 

of the conclusions it instils. An education system that teaches the methods and habits of thought that 

enable students to reach their own justified conclusions is a democratic education system. 

The specific pedagogical practices that constitute "how to think" teaching in the Civic Commonwealth 

curriculum are: 

● Source evaluation — the consistent practice of asking, for every piece of information encountered: 

who produced this? What evidence do they offer? What assumptions underlie their account? What 

would we expect to see if this account were wrong, and do we see it? 

● Argument mapping — the explicit identification of premises, inferences, and conclusions in any 

argument encountered or constructed, and the assessment of whether the inference from premises to 

conclusion is valid and the premises themselves are credible 

● Alternative hypothesis generation — the deliberate practice of constructing the best available 

alternative explanation for any evidence presented, before accepting the first explanation offered 

● Error awareness — the study of documented cognitive biases, logical fallacies, and rhetorical 

manipulation techniques, with practice in identifying them in historical and contemporary examples 

● Constructive disagreement — the practice of engaging with views one disagrees with by first 

articulating them in their strongest form (the principle of charity in interpretation), then identifying the 

specific point of disagreement, then presenting the contrary evidence or reasoning, without dismissal, 

mockery, or appeal to the source's motives rather than their argument 

● Life management skills — financial literacy, health self-management, civic rights and obligations, 

relationship skills, time management, and the practical knowledge that enables young people to 

manage the substance of their lives competently and independently without depending on authority 

figures to manage it for them 

This last element — life management skills — is among the most practically important additions to the 

civic curriculum. A population that understands how compound interest works, how to read a health 

information document, how to navigate the civic justice system when their rights have been violated, how 

to identify and seek help for mental health difficulties, and how to plan and manage a household budget 
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is a more genuinely sovereign population than one whose practical dependency on institutional guidance 

makes it systematically vulnerable to the authority of those who claim to manage these matters on its 

behalf. 

Chapter 8 — School Organisation 

8.1 Primary Schools (Ages 5–11) 

Primary schools serve communities of sufficient size to provide a full range of peer experience — 

typically 200 to 400 students across six year groups. Where community size does not permit this, 

federated primary schools share specialist teaching across multiple sites. The classroom structure at 

primary level emphasises mixed-ability collaborative learning over ability streaming: the consistent 

evidence is that mixed-ability settings benefit the full range of learners, including the highest achievers, 

by developing the communication and collaborative skills that civic governance depends on, while 

streaming systematically reinforces socioeconomic stratification. 

8.2 Secondary Schools (Ages 12–16) 

Secondary schools are larger institutions serving broader geographic communities, providing the 

specialist teaching that the full range of core subjects requires. Secondary students from age fourteen 

participate in Community Day on Thursdays, with school coordination with the Community Day 

Coordination Authority to place students in age-appropriate community activities that extend and apply 

their learning. A year-nine student studying ecology in biology contributes their Community Day to 

environmental monitoring. A year-ten student studying construction materials in engineering contributes 

their Community Day to community building maintenance. 

8.3 Tertiary Education (Ages 17–18) 

The two years of tertiary education bridge the transition between the structured curriculum of secondary 

school and the independent learning and civic participation of adult life. They are characterised by 

greater student agency in directing their learning within the constitutional core — students choose which 

aspects of each core subject to pursue in depth, developing the specific intellectual interests and skills 

that will define their adult learning trajectory — alongside the constitutional requirement to engage with 

the full range of core subjects at a level that develops genuine competence rather than passing 

familiarity. 

Tertiary education also includes the full Civic Formation programme: the comprehensive curriculum on 

DD&SA governance architecture, civic rights and obligations, evidence evaluation at constitutional level, 

and the history and theory of democratic governance. Students who complete tertiary education 

understand the governance system they inhabit at the level of constitutional literacy — not as passive 

recipients of civic information, but as active, informed participants in the governance of their community. 

Post-tertiary education — universities, vocational training, professional development — is constitutionally 

guaranteed as a civic right: every BII who wishes to pursue higher education has access to it, free at 

point of use, through the Civic Commonwealth's higher education provision. Higher education institutions 

operate independently of the civic governance structure, governed by academic community sortition, and 

funded through civic allocation assessed annually by the relevant NSA committee. 
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PART IV — ENERGY SOVEREIGNTY 

Energy is the foundational infrastructure of civic life. Without reliable, affordable, domestically controlled 

energy, every other provision of the Civic Commonwealth — the three-day working week, Community 

Day, the education system, the health architecture, the food system, the Sovereign Digital Network — is 

contingent on conditions outside the Civic Commonwealth's control. Energy sovereignty is therefore not 

merely a technical or economic policy: it is a constitutional requirement, embodied in Inviolable Rule 23. 

The Civic Commonwealth generates all of its energy from domestic sources. It does not import energy 

from any foreign state, does not create structural dependency on any foreign supplier, and does not 

permit the conditions under which a hostile foreign actor could use energy supply as a geopolitical lever 

against the British Isles to arise. This is achieved through a combination of two sovereign energy 

sources: one hundred underground Small Modular Reactors and the full development of all Batholith 

geothermal resources within the British Isles territory. 

Chapter 9 — The Small Modular Reactor Network 

9.1 Architecture and Distribution 

The Civic Commonwealth operates one hundred Small Modular Reactors arranged in twenty-five clusters 

of four, distributed across the British Isles to ensure: geographic redundancy, so that no single event — 

natural disaster, infrastructure failure, or deliberate attack — can eliminate more than a small fraction of 

the national energy supply; proximity to the major population and industrial centres that consume the 

most energy, reducing transmission losses; equitable distribution of energy generation across all four 

territories of the British Isles; and security through distribution, since a distributed generation architecture 

is substantially more resistant to disruption than a small number of large centralised power stations. 

The twenty-five cluster sites are selected on the basis of: geological stability, assessed at the highest 

standards of structural engineering; availability of cooling water supplies, assessed against fifty-year 

climate projections; distance from major population centres sufficient for safety zoning whilst maintaining 

grid connection practicability; availability of existing infrastructure that can be adapted for the construction 

programme; and the strategic distribution requirements described above. 

All one hundred SMRs are constructed underground — not merely in hardened surface buildings, but in 

underground chambers at sufficient depth to provide protection against surface events including seismic 

activity, aircraft impact, electromagnetic pulse, and conventional ordnance. The underground 

construction specification is: 

● Minimum depth of facility centrepoint: 40 metres below surface grade 

● Reinforced concrete structure with a minimum wall thickness of 3 metres at the reactor chamber 

● EMP-hardened electrical infrastructure throughout all operational systems 

● Seismic isolation mounts on all primary reactor components 

● Independent emergency cooling systems with passive operation capability for a minimum of 72 hours 

without external power or active intervention 

● Dual-redundant power supply to all safety-critical systems from the national grid and independent on-

site generation 

● Hardened emergency access shafts capable of personnel and equipment access under surface denial 

conditions 

The underground specification serves two purposes simultaneously. The engineering purpose: buried 

facilities are substantially more resistant to the failure modes — extreme weather events, aircraft 

incidents, industrial accidents — that surface facilities are exposed to. The security purpose: buried 

facilities are substantially more resistant to hostile action, whether from foreign state actors, domestic 

sabotage, or the unforeseen threat categories that will inevitably arise over the century-plus operational 

lifetime of the SMR network. 
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9.2 SMR Technology 

Small Modular Reactors are nuclear fission reactors with an electrical output of approximately 100 to 300 

megawatts each — substantially smaller than the 1,000+ megawatt large reactors of previous 

generations, but individually capable of powering a city of 100,000 to 300,000 people. The SMR 

technology selected for the Civic Commonwealth network must meet the following constitutional 

requirements: 

● Passive safety: the reactor must be capable of reaching a safe shutdown state without active 

intervention, without external power supply, and without operator action for a minimum of 72 hours 

following any credible initiating event 

● Modular construction: reactor components must be factory-manufactured to the highest quality 

standards and assembled on site, reducing both construction time and the quality variation risks 

associated with bespoke on-site construction 

● Small waste volume: the reactor design must minimise the volume of high-level radioactive waste 

produced per unit of electricity generated, with a long-term waste management plan that does not 

impose unreasonable burdens on future generations 

● Long operational life: reactors must be designed for a minimum operational life of sixty years with 

appropriate refuelling and maintenance, providing stable energy infrastructure that spans multiple 

generations 

● Domestic manufacturing: the Civic Commonwealth prioritises SMR designs whose primary 

components can be manufactured within the British Isles, developing the domestic industrial capacity 

that long-term energy sovereignty requires 

9.3 SMR Governance 

The SMR network is publicly owned, operated by the Civic Energy Authority, and overseen by the NSA's 

Energy and Infrastructure Committee. The Civic Energy Authority is a permanent civic institution staffed 

by technical professionals, operating under a constitutional mandate of safe, reliable, sovereign energy 

generation. It has no profit objective — it is a civic service institution funded by energy levy income and 

civic allocation. 

Community Day in the areas surrounding SMR cluster sites includes, for residents who choose this 

allocation, supported tours and educational programmes at SMR facilities. The Civic Commonwealth 

does not regard energy generation as a technical mystery inaccessible to the general population — it 

regards it as civic infrastructure that every resident has the right to understand. The education 

curriculum's physics strand specifically covers nuclear energy, reactor design principles, and radioactive 

waste management at secondary level, ensuring that the sortition assembly members who make 

decisions about the energy system have sufficient conceptual understanding to engage with technical 

evidence rather than being dependent on expert assertion. 

Chapter 10 — Batholith Geothermal Energy 

A Batholith is a large mass of intrusive igneous rock — granite — formed by the cooling of magma deep 

within the Earth's crust. The British Isles contains several major Batholith formations, most prominently 

the Dartmoor, Bodmin, Land's End, St Austell, and Scilly Batholith system in the southwest of England, 

and substantial Batholith formations in Scotland. These formations generate measurable heat through 

the radioactive decay of granite's naturally occurring uranium, thorium, and potassium — a continuous, 

inexhaustible, domestic energy source that requires no fuel, produces no direct emissions, and operates 

around the clock regardless of weather conditions. 

Deep geothermal energy extraction from Batholiths works as follows: two boreholes are drilled to depths 

of approximately four to five kilometres, where rock temperatures reach 180 to 200 degrees Celsius. 

Cold water is pumped down one borehole, flows through the naturally fractured hot rock, absorbs heat 

from the Batholith, and returns to the surface through the other borehole as high-temperature water or 

steam. This steam drives turbines to generate electricity; the cooled water is then recycled back down 
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the injection borehole. The system is closed-loop — the same water is recycled continuously — and the 

heat source is effectively inexhaustible on any timescale relevant to human civilisation. 

The Civic Commonwealth commits to the development of all technically viable Batholith geothermal 

capacity within its territory. The initial Batholith Development Programme targets the following formations 

for early development: 

● The Cornubian Batholith (Devon and Cornwall): estimated installed capacity 200–400 MW, sufficient 

to meet the energy needs of the entire Southwest Peninsula 

● The Weardale Granite (County Durham): estimated installed capacity 150–250 MW 

● The Cairngorm Granite (Scotland): estimated installed capacity 300–500 MW 

● The Leinster Granite (Ireland): estimated installed capacity 200–350 MW 

● The Mourne Granite (Northern Ireland): estimated installed capacity 100–200 MW 

Geothermal development on this scale requires a sustained investment in drilling capacity, engineering 

skills, and grid connection infrastructure that the Civic Commonwealth manages through the Civic Energy 

Authority and the Geothermal Development Service. Community Day in areas overlying Batholith 

formations includes surface site maintenance and environmental monitoring work for geothermal 

installations. 

The combination of 100 underground SMRs and full Batholith geothermal development provides the Civic 

Commonwealth with a baseload electricity supply that is: entirely domestic; entirely renewable in the 

sense of requiring no fuel imports; effectively inexhaustible over civilisational time horizons; resilient 

through diversity and distribution; and free from the geopolitical vulnerabilities of fossil fuel or grid import 

dependence. The Civic Commonwealth also maintains and develops its renewable energy capacity — 

offshore wind, tidal, solar — but these are supplementary rather than primary sources: the SMR and 

Batholith combination provides the reliable baseload on which the Civic Commonwealth's energy 

independence rests. 
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PART V — THE ARMED FORCES: DEFENCE ONLY 

The armed forces of the Civic Commonwealth exist for one constitutional purpose: the defence of the 

British Isles, its territorial waters, its airspace, and the persons of British Isles Inhabitants wherever they 

may be. They do not exist for any other purpose. They do not serve as an instrument of foreign policy, 

they do not project power in the service of international alliance obligations, they do not participate in 

overseas wars or armed conflicts of any description, and they do not serve commercial or geopolitical 

interests beyond the territorial boundary of the Civic Commonwealth. 

This is not pacifism. The Civic Commonwealth maintains capable, well-trained, well-equipped armed 

forces sufficient to deter and, if necessary, defeat any credible threat to the British Isles. It maintains 

nuclear deterrence capability. It maintains a naval force capable of controlling the territorial waters of the 

British Isles. It maintains an air defence capability sufficient to protect British Isles airspace. What it does 

not maintain is the capacity, the doctrine, or the constitutional authority for offensive operations beyond 

its own territory. 

Chapter 11 — The Constitutional Mandate of the Armed Forces 

11.1 Defence of Territory 

The armed forces are constitutionally mandated to defend the following: the land territory of the British 

Isles including all offshore islands within the territorial sea baseline; the territorial waters of the Civic 

Commonwealth extending to the limits of the Exclusive Economic Zone; the airspace above both; and the 

subsurface sea territory within the Civic Commonwealth's maritime jurisdiction. Defence of this territory 

includes the protection of the SMR network, the Batholith geothermal installations, the Sovereign Digital 

Network infrastructure, the Civic Participation Register authority, and all other constitutionally critical 

infrastructure. 

11.2 Protection of BIIs Abroad 

The armed forces retain the limited authority to undertake non-military protective action on behalf of 

British Isles Inhabitants in foreign territories where those inhabitants face imminent threat to their lives 

and where the relevant foreign authority has consented to or is incapable of providing protection. This 

authority is explicitly non-offensive: it covers extraction operations, not combat operations on foreign 

territory. It requires prior authorisation by the NSA Civic Security Committee except in emergencies 

defined by the constitutional emergency protocols, in which case retrospective authorisation within 48 

hours is mandatory. 

11.3 What the Armed Forces Do Not Do 

The armed forces of the Civic Commonwealth do not: 

● Participate in any foreign war, armed conflict, or military operation beyond the constitutional defence 

mandate defined above 

● Contribute forces to any international military alliance that would require offensive operations beyond 

British Isles territory 

● Maintain overseas military bases or permanent military deployments in any foreign territory 

● Provide military training or equipment to foreign armed forces for the purpose of offensive operations 

● Conduct intelligence operations in foreign territories except in direct service of the territorial defence 

mandate 

● Act as an instrument of foreign policy in trade disputes, resource conflicts, or geopolitical competition 

This mandate is constitutionally fixed by Inviolable Rule 24. It cannot be extended by the NSA, the Civic 

Defence Assembly, or any emergency provision to encompass offensive operations without the Inviolable 
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Rule modification process — a threshold deliberately set to make the extension of military mandate 

beyond defence a matter of fundamental constitutional choice by the resident body, not a discretionary 

decision by an assembly or a security establishment. 

11.4 International Withdrawal 

The Civic Commonwealth gives constitutional notice of its withdrawal from all military alliance obligations 

that require offensive operations beyond British Isles territory, including any provisions of the NATO 

treaty that would require the deployment of Civic Commonwealth armed forces in offensive operations on 

foreign soil. This withdrawal is managed through the treaty notice provisions of the relevant alliance 

instruments, with full respect for the notice periods and transitional arrangements those instruments 

provide. 

The Civic Commonwealth remains a member of international security dialogue forums and contributes 

actively to diplomatic conflict resolution efforts — but through the non-military means of the Advice 

Bureau network and the International Civic Compact, not through military deployment. The Civic 

Commonwealth's commitment to international peace is expressed through diplomacy, economic 

partnership, and the example of its governance architecture, not through military intervention. 
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PART VI — THE INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE 

The Civic Commonwealth's engagement with the world beyond the British Isles is governed by three 

principles. First, the No-Politics doctrine: the Civic Commonwealth does not have foreign policy in the 

conventional sense of organised pursuit of national interest through political and military leverage. It has 

foreign relations — relationships with other states and peoples based on practical cooperation, mutual 

respect, and the advancement of civic governance values. Second, the defence-only principle: no military 

instrument of international engagement. Third, the non-political assistance principle: international 

representation through practical help, not political positioning. 

Chapter 12 — The Advice Bureau Network 

12.1 Replacing the Consular System 

All British consulates, High Commissions, and embassies across the globe are replaced by British Isles 

Advice Bureaus. This replacement is total: there are no ambassadors, no political officers, no consular 

officials representing any governmental political interest. The Advice Bureaus are explicitly non-political 

institutions whose purpose is to provide practical assistance to BIIs in foreign territories and to facilitate 

practical cooperative relationships with the states in which they are located. 

The distinction between a British Isles Advice Bureau and a conventional consulate is constitutional, not 

merely organisational. A conventional consulate represents the political interests of the state that 

operates it — it advocates for that state's positions, pursues its bilateral agenda, and serves as an 

outpost of its governmental authority. A British Isles Advice Bureau represents the practical interests of 

BIIs in the relevant territory and the practical cooperative interests of the Civic Commonwealth in 

maintaining functional, respectful relationships with foreign states. It has no political agenda, no bilateral 

negotiating mandate, and no authority to make commitments on behalf of the Civic Commonwealth in 

any domain beyond its practical assistance mandate. 

12.2 What Advice Bureaus Do 

British Isles Advice Bureaus provide the following services: 

● Emergency assistance to BIIs in the relevant territory who are in distress — arranging emergency 

travel, connecting distressed individuals with relevant local services, facilitating communication with 

family members in the British Isles, and maintaining a 24-hour emergency contact point 

● Documentation services — the verified confirmation of BII status documents, the witnessing of legal 

documents, and the administrative services that BIIs living or travelling abroad need and that 

previously fell within consular jurisdiction 

● Practical information — accurate, non-political information about the Civic Commonwealth's 

governance architecture, its economic and social arrangements, its entry requirements for visiting 

non-BIIs, and the relevant aspects of its Civic Rules that affect foreign nationals and BIIs 

● Trade facilitation — practical assistance to BII businesses seeking to establish commercial 

relationships with businesses in the relevant territory, and to foreign businesses seeking to 

understand the Civic Commonwealth's commercial framework 

● Cultural exchange — facilitating educational and cultural exchanges between British Isles institutions 

and equivalent institutions in the relevant territory 

● Civic governance information — for states that are interested in the DD&SA governance model, 

information about its architecture, its implementation experience, and the International Civic Compact 

through which states can formally engage with the community of sortition-based governance systems 

Advice Bureaus do not: negotiate treaties, take political positions on matters of bilateral or multilateral 

political controversy, advocate for Civic Commonwealth positions in the domestic political affairs of the 

host country, or represent the Civic Commonwealth in any forum that requires political representation in 
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the conventional sense. Treaty negotiation is conducted through the NSA's designated negotiating 

processes, not through resident diplomatic staff. 

12.3 The Bureau Buildings in London and Edinburgh 

All foreign states that previously maintained consulates, High Commissions, or embassies in the British 

Isles are invited to replace those political representations with Advice Bureaus operating on equivalent 

non-political principles. The Civic Commonwealth provides four large purpose-built office buildings — two 

in London and two in Edinburgh — for the accommodation of foreign Advice Bureaus. The choice of two 

cities reflects the four-nation character of the British Isles: London as the primary international hub and 

Edinburgh as the principal city of Scotland, providing geographic accessibility for northern British Isles 

residents and for those whose business or travel brings them to Scotland. 

The allocation of space within the four buildings follows a principle of practical separation: states that are 

in active conflict or that have deep historical, political, cultural, or religious antagonisms that would make 

their proximity in a shared building operationally problematic are housed in different buildings, unless 

they have formally agreed to cohabitation and can demonstrate that the shared environment will not 

impair the practical functioning of their bureaus or create diplomatic incidents within the buildings 

themselves. 

The building allocation process is managed by the Civic Commonwealth's Foreign Relations Facilitation 

Office — a permanent civic body with no political functions — on the basis of the following criteria: 

● Current formal diplomatic relations between the relevant states 

● Formal representations from the relevant states about their preferences 

● The operational requirements of the bureaus in terms of staffing size and visitor volume 

● Security assessments from the Civic Security Intelligence Service regarding any credible risk 

associated with specific collocations 

The buildings are civic property, maintained by the Civic Service, and operate under Civic 

Commonwealth Civic Rules. All bureau staff within the buildings are subject to Civic Commonwealth law 

while on the premises. No political activity — including political lobbying, advocacy, or campaign 

organisation — may be conducted within the buildings. The buildings are explicitly non-political civic 

infrastructure, not extensions of foreign state authority onto British Isles territory. 

12.4 Staffing the Advice Bureaus 

Advice Bureau staff are civic professionals recruited through open competition to specific competency 

requirements. The competency requirements for Advice Bureau positions reflect the practical assistance 

mandate: language skills in the relevant territory's primary language; knowledge of the Civic 

Commonwealth's constitutional architecture sufficient to provide accurate information about it; practical 

knowledge of the administrative, legal, and emergency assistance functions that bureaus provide; and 

the interpersonal skills for effective service to BIIs in distress and respectful engagement with foreign 

nationals and institutions. 

No Advice Bureau position requires prior diplomatic experience, political connections, or membership of 

any governmental or political network. The explicit exclusion of the conventional diplomatic career from 

the Advice Bureau staffing pool is a direct application of the No-Politics doctrine to the international 

representation function: the Civic Commonwealth does not want its international face to be provided by 

people who were trained in the political-representation model of conventional diplomacy, because that 

model is precisely what the Advice Bureau architecture is designed to replace. 

Advice Bureau staff are subject to the same civic professional conduct standards as all other civic 

professionals, including the post-service restrictions on movement to commercial interests that might 

benefit from their institutional knowledge. A departing Advice Bureau staff member who has spent three 

years facilitating trade connections in a particular foreign territory cannot move directly into a commercial 
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consulting role helping businesses exploit those connections — the post-service restriction prevents this 

rotation. 

Chapter 13 — The International Civic Compact 

The International Civic Compact is the framework through which the Civic Commonwealth engages with 

other states that share, or are developing, sortition-based governance systems. It is not a political 

alliance, not a security pact, and not a mechanism for projecting Civic Commonwealth influence. It is a 

mutual learning and support framework: states that have committed to the principles of resident 

sovereignty, genuine representativeness, epistemic integrity, and constitutional accountability can share 

experience, evidence, and operational support through the Compact's institutional architecture. 

The Compact's institutional structure is governed by a Council of Civic Assemblies in which each 

member state is represented by a delegation selected by sortition from its own assembly pools. This 

ensures that the international body genuinely represents the resident bodies of its member states rather 

than being captured by professional diplomats. The Council meets twice annually and makes decisions 

about Compact programmes, research priorities, and membership applications by consensus among 

present delegations. 

The Compact provides the following to member states: 

● Evidence sharing — the systematic sharing of operational experience, deliberative outcomes, and 

institutional performance data from all member states' sortition systems, enabling comparative 

learning at scale 

● Technical assistance — support for states building or improving sortition infrastructure, including 

expert advice on CPR construction, adversarial briefing design, facilitation training, and SDN 

architecture 

● Research programmes — jointly commissioned research on deliberative democracy, sortition 

outcomes, epistemic architecture, and related questions, conducted by independent academic 

institutions selected by sortition from the Compact's registered research network 

● Diplomatic facilitation — the use of the Compact's non-political standing to facilitate dialogue between 

member states on matters of practical bilateral concern, without the Compact itself taking political 

positions 
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PART VII — THE SORTITION ARCHITECTURE 

The sortition architecture of the Civic Commonwealth is the mechanism through which resident 

sovereignty is given concrete institutional form. It is described in full detail below, incorporating the anti-

capture provisions — including the ex-politician and ex-civil servant exclusion — that are constitutionally 

embedded throughout. 

Chapter 14 — The Civic Participation Register 

The Civic Participation Register is the foundational database of every adult BII who is eligible for sortition 

assembly service. Its construction, maintenance, accuracy, and security are constitutional obligations of 

the highest priority. The entire sortition system — and therefore the entire governance architecture — 

rests on the CPR's integrity. 

The CPR is constructed from multiple existing administrative databases: National Insurance records, 

NHS registration records, local authority electoral registers, and ONS demographic data. These sources 

are integrated by the Civic Participation Register Authority through a legally authorised data integration 

process, transparently documented and publicly auditable. The integration achieves approximately 95% 

coverage of the eligible adult BII population in the initial construction phase; active community outreach 

programmes, working through local authorities, community organisations, and frontline civic services, 

address the remaining 5%. 

The CPR records the following data elements for each eligible resident, and no others: name; date of 

birth; area of permanent residence (at LSA area level, not street address); the stratification variables 

required for stratified sortition (age band, occupational category, area of residence, and composite 

socioeconomic indicator); BII status and date of establishment; current exemption status if applicable; 

history of sortition service for the ten-year non-recurrence tracking; and the ex-politician and ex-civil 

servant exclusion period if applicable. 

The CPR does not record political affiliation, voting history, income, employment history beyond the 

occupational category required for stratification, criminal record (handled through a separate eligibility 

assessment process), or any personal characteristic beyond the minimum required for stratified sortition 

and exemption assessment. 

Chapter 15 — Stratified Sortition Mechanics 

Stratification variables ensure that the random draw produces an assembly that is statistically 

representative of the full BII population across defined dimensions of diversity. The variables are: 

● Age: five bands — 18-29, 30-44, 45-59, 60-74, 75+ — drawn proportionally to population distribution 

● Occupational background: seven categories (professional/managerial, technical/associate 

professional, administrative/secretarial, skilled trades, caring/leisure/service, sales/customer service, 

elementary/process) — drawn proportionally 

● Geographic area: ensuring representation from every sub-region within the assembly's jurisdiction in 

proportion to population 

● Composite socioeconomic indicator: ensuring that residents from the most economically 

disadvantaged areas are represented proportionally rather than being systematically 

underrepresented through lower CPR registration rates or higher exemption claim rates 

● Gender: 50/50 male/female target, with provision for residents identifying outside the binary 

The randomisation process is cryptographically verified, publicly reproducible, and independently verified 

by the Independent Verification Authority before any draw result is confirmed. The sortition algorithm is 

published as open-source code, and the seed generation ceremony is conducted publicly with multiple 

independent witnesses. 
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Chapter 16 — The Ex-Politician and Ex-Civil Servant Exclusion: 
Operational Details 

The exclusions established in Inviolable Rule 6 and Chapter 1.1 are operationally maintained through the 

CPR flagging system. The CPR records, for each eligible resident, whether they are currently within an 

exclusion period and the date on which that period ends. The exclusion flag is set automatically on 

notification from the relevant authority — the Electoral Commission successor body for elected office 

holders, and the Civic Service for senior civil service grade holders. The flag is cleared automatically on 

the exclusion end date without requiring any action by the excluded individual. 

The exclusion applies to the following positions. For the fifteen-year political exclusion: Member of 

Parliament, Member of the Scottish Parliament, Member of the Senedd, Member of the Northern Ireland 

Assembly, Member of the European Parliament (while the UK was a member), and elected positions at 

county, district, borough, and unitary authority level. It does not apply to parish or community council 

positions, where the community governance function is less likely to have produced the professional 

political orientation the exclusion targets. For the ten-year civil service exclusion: all positions at Senior 

Civil Service grade (Deputy Director, Director, Director General, Permanent Secretary) across all UK 

government departments and devolved administrations. 

A resident whose exclusion period ends may apply for CPR restoration of eligibility — an administrative 

process managed by the Civic Participation Register Authority that confirms the period has elapsed and 

removes the flag. The restoration is automatic where the period has genuinely elapsed; no discretion is 

involved. The CPRA may not extend an exclusion period on grounds of the individual's particular political 

views, actions during their political career, or any other characteristic beyond the existence and duration 

of the relevant exclusion-triggering position. 

Chapter 17 — The National Sortition Assembly 

The National Sortition Assembly has 600 members serving two-year terms in a rolling draw, with 300 

replaced annually. The NSA is the principal legislative body of the Civic Commonwealth, with authority 

over all national governance matters not constitutionally reserved to regional or local assemblies. It 

makes binding decisions on the Civic Floor provisions, the energy framework, the defence mandate, the 

international relations architecture, the constitutional amendment process, and all other matters of 

national significance. 

The NSA operates through twelve standing committees of fifty members each, covering: constitutional 

affairs; finance and economic management; energy and infrastructure; health and social care; education 

and skills; environment and agriculture; justice and civic integrity; foreign relations and international 

compact; defence and security; science and technology; social equality and human rights; and cultural 

continuity and the arts. Committee membership rotates at six-month intervals. Full NSA plenary sessions 

address major decisions, constitutional matters, and the annual budget process. 

The induction programme for new NSA members emphasises critical thinking, evidence evaluation, 

constitutional framework, and deliberative skills — it does not provide substantive policy briefings before 

the formal adversarial evidence programme begins, preventing the cognitive anchoring identified in the 

adversarial stress test as a primary epistemic vulnerability. 
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PART VIII — THE EPISTEMIC ARCHITECTURE 

The epistemic architecture of the Civic Commonwealth — the system by which assembly members are 

provided with high-quality, genuinely diverse evidence for their deliberations — is the most complex 

element of the constitutional framework. It must hold two positions in tension: that expert evidence is 

necessary, and that control of the evidence environment is itself a vector for governance capture. The 

resolution of this tension, incorporating all adversarial stress test findings, is described in full. 

Chapter 18 — The National Evidence Service 

The National Evidence Service maintains the Civic Expert Register, manages the adversarial briefing 

programme, produces quality assessments of submitted evidence, and operates the Expert Pool 

Diversity Audit established under DDSA-ADD-001. The NES Director serves a single seven-year non-

renewable term, appointed by a sortition-constituted Appointment Panel of fifteen members drawn with 

disqualification of anyone who has worked in the same professional domain as the candidates being 

assessed. 

The NES is constitutionally prohibited from making governance recommendations — its mandate is 

purely epistemic. The line between epistemic support and governance influence is monitored 

continuously by the Office of Democratic Review and assessed annually by the NES Epistemological 

Independence Audit Panel, which is constituted without NES involvement or institutional affiliation and 

examines the quality rating methodology itself for embedded methodological bias. 

Chapter 19 — The Expert Pool Diversity Audit (DDSA-ADD-001) 

The Epistemic Diversity Standards require the NES to demonstrate annually that the expert pool meets 

all of the following: 

● Methodological diversity: the pool includes practitioners of qualitative, quantitative, mixed-method, and 

participatory research in proportions reflecting genuine global academic range, not merely UK 

institutional prevalence 

● Institutional diversity: no more than 30% of registered experts in any domain are employed by or 

funded by the same five institutional networks 

● Funding source diversity: at minimum 20% of experts in every major domain have received majority 

research funding from sources with no commercial stake in Civic Commonwealth governance 

decisions 

● Geographic diversity: the pool includes experts based in and drawing on research from outside UK 

and English-language academic traditions 

● Paradigm diversity: the annual Paradigm Map, produced by a Meta-Analysis Panel drawn from 

outside the expert pool, identifies whether paradigm concentration exceeds the 70% threshold that 

triggers automatic remediation 

The adversarial challenger for every evidence briefing is constitutionally required to come from a 

genuinely different methodological and analytical tradition from the primary briefer — not merely a 

different position within the same tradition. The NES publishes its challenger selection rationale for every 

session, and the ODR audits a random sample annually. 

Chapter 20 — The Institutional Drift Observatory (DDSA-ADD-010) 

The Institutional Drift Observatory is the constitutional response to the Patient Architect failure mode — 

the most sophisticated capture vector identified in the adversarial stress test. It is a permanent body 

constituted by a rotating panel of eighteen members drawn by fresh sortition with comprehensive civic 

service disqualification, whose sole mandate is to detect what individual audit flags cannot: the pattern of 

individually defensible decisions constituting collective constitutional drift. 
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The IDO operates through three instruments: the Constitutional Baseline Comparison (every three 

years), the Longitudinal Pattern Analysis (every five years), and the Whistleblower Integration System 

(continuous). Its annual assessment must be specific, named, and concrete — naming specific 

institutions, specific officers, specific decisions, and specific quantitative drift measures. Vague general 

compliance statements do not fulfil the constitutional requirement. The IDO cannot be dissolved, 

defunded, or restructured except through the Inviolable Rule modification process. 
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PART IX — THE TRANSITION PATHWAY 

The transition from Westminster parliamentary democracy to DD&SA sortition governance is the most 

constitutionally challenging element of the entire framework. The adversarial stress test identified it as 

Critical. The response, incorporating all stress test findings, is described here. 

Chapter 21 — The Transition Resistance Protocol (DDSA-ADD-002) 

21.1 The Civil Service 

Civil servants continue in post throughout the transition, redirected to assembly accountability. The 

specific resistance mechanisms available to the civil service — slow-walking implementation, selective 

information provision, option framing — are addressed through: Assembly Implementation Directors with 

statutory implementation obligations; the whistleblower protection extension covering information 

distortion; the parallel information commissioning right for all assemblies; and the ODR civil service 

compliance audit monitoring systematic framing bias. 

21.2 The Judiciary 

Judicial resistance is managed through constitutional legitimacy — a sixty per cent referendum mandate 

substantially reduces the legal basis for challenge — and the staged justice transition that ensures the 

Civic Justice Architecture is operational before the existing courts are wound down. The ECHR interface 

is addressed in Chapter 24. 

21.3 The Military 

The Transition Military Authority Protocol establishes co-equal command during Phase Four of the 

transition — any military operation requires authorisation by both the legacy Defence Secretary (retaining 

formal constitutional authority) and the NSA Civic Security Committee (exercising co-equal authority as 

the new architecture assumes power). Full military command transfers in Phase Five. 

Chapter 22 — The ECHR Interface (DDSA-ADD-004) 

The Civic Commonwealth makes a positive case that sortition satisfies Article 3 Protocol 1 of the ECHR 

— the right to free elections — through: periodic renewal of the legislative body at shorter intervals than 

conventional elections; equal probability of legislative participation for every adult resident; and the Direct 

Democracy referendum mechanism providing direct popular decision-making authority. This legal 

argument is developed in full in the Constitutional Legal Annex (Appendix B). 

A derogation reserve is established as a constitutional fallback if the ECHR legal argument fails: the NSA 

may invoke Article 15 ECHR by three-quarters supermajority if an adverse ruling would require 

modification of the sortition system in a manner that fundamentally compromises the constitutional 

architecture. The Civic Commonwealth expects to win the Article 3 Protocol 1 argument through the 

Convention system; the derogation reserve acknowledges that a complete constitutional architecture 

must have an answer if it does not. 

Chapter 23 — The Five Transition Phases 

Phase Period Key Deliverables 

Phase 1: Mandate Years 
1–2 

Citizens' Mandate process; petition verification; CTA provisional 
establishment; public constitutional case 
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Phase Period Key Deliverables 

Phase 2: 
Referendum 

Years 
2–3 

Direct Democracy referendum at 60% threshold; constitutional 
authorisation; Day of Constitutional Authorisation 

Phase 3: 
Infrastructure 

Years 
3–6 

CPR construction (98% target); SDN operational; NES and Facilitation 
Service to staffing targets; IVA Phase 3 Certificate 

Phase 4: Parallel 
Operation 

Years 
6–8 

LSAs live, local authorities wind down (12 months); RCAs live (18 months); 
NSA in parallel with Parliament (24 months); staged justice transition 

Phase 5: Full 
Operation 

Year 8+ Legacy institutions dissolved; Constitutional Consolidation Review; Day of 
Civic Foundation 

 

No authority transfer occurs until the Independent Verification Authority issues the Operational 

Readiness Certificate for each institutional component. The certificate requires demonstrated operational 

capacity at required scale, not merely planned capacity. This is the constitutional guarantee against the 

day-one failure modes identified in Vector 8 of the adversarial stress test. 
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PART X — THE CIVIC JUSTICE ARCHITECTURE 

Chapter 24 — Consequence Hearings and Magister Panels 

The Civic Justice Architecture replaces the entire existing court system with an architecture designed 

around restorative orientation, epistemic humility, civic equality, and constitutional accountability. 

Consequence Hearings — panels of three residents drawn by sortition, supported by a Civic Advocate — 

handle civil disputes, local civic rule violations, and requests for remedy from civic institutions. Magister 

panels handle complex civil and criminal matters requiring deeper legal knowledge. 

Magisters are civic officers appointed through open competition to seven-year terms, renewable once. 

They operate with constitutional independence from all assemblies and civic officers, and are assessed 

through anonymised participant surveys under the Permanent Officer Accountability Architecture (DDSA-

ADD-009). No jury system operates in the CJA: the deliberative research evidence does not support the 

view that juries produce more reliable outcomes than trained panels in complex matters. 

The staged justice transition — Consequence Hearing panels operational in Year 1 of Phase 4, Magister 

panels in Year 2, full replacement of existing courts in Years 3-4 — directly addresses the day-one 

justice void identified in Vector 8. The Case Continuity Protocol ensures that every case in the existing 

system pipeline has a defined home in the transition. 

Chapter 25 — The Civic Justice Architecture and the Three-Day Week 

The three-day working week has specific implications for the Civic Justice Architecture. Community Day 

participants who are allocated to care or community support roles need a clear protocol for situations 

where they witness or encounter civic rule violations during Community Day. The Community Day 

Safeguarding Protocol establishes: every Community Day location has a designated Safeguarding 

Contact who is trained in the relevant reporting procedures; any participant who witnesses a potential 

civic rule violation or welfare concern during Community Day can report it through the Safeguarding 

Contact without interruption to Community Day activity; and the Safeguarding Contact reports directly to 

the ODR and the relevant Civic Justice intake service. 
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PART XI — THE ECONOMIC ARCHITECTURE 

Chapter 26 — The Economic Framework and the Three-Day Week 

The three-day working week is not merely a social provision — it is an economic architecture. The Civic 

Commonwealth's economic model is specifically designed around a working population that contributes 

three days of primary economic activity, one day of civic community labour, and three days of rest. The 

Community Day labour contribution has measurable economic value — the agricultural contribution 

alone, described in Chapter 5.2, is equivalent to adding hundreds of thousands of full-time agricultural 

workers to the national workforce. 

The Civic Commonwealth's economic framework is governed by three constitutional constraints. The 

Maslow Constraint: the economic order must ensure that every resident's survival needs are met before 

any other economic priority. The Equity Constraint: the economic order must not produce structural 

inequality so severe that it undermines civic equality. The Continuity Constraint: no decision may impose 

irreversible costs on future generations without proportionate benefit. 

Chapter 27 — Energy Economics 

The constitutional commitment to domestic energy sovereignty through 100 underground SMRs and full 

Batholith development has profound economic consequences. Energy costs — for households, for 

businesses, for civic services — are substantially lower when the energy supply is domestically owned, 

publicly operated, and free from the geopolitical price volatility that fossil fuel imports create. The Civic 

Energy Authority operates as a civic service institution with no profit objective: energy is priced at cost 

plus maintenance reserve plus the capital replacement fund for eventual decommissioning and 

replacement of the SMR network. 

The long-term economic benefit of energy sovereignty compounds across generations. The British Isles 

currently spends approximately £40 billion annually on energy imports. Over the sixty-year operational 

life of the SMR network, domestic energy production at civic cost displaces this expenditure, keeping the 

economic value of energy production within the Civic Commonwealth's own economy rather than 

transferring it to foreign suppliers. 

Chapter 28 — The Community Day Economy 

Community Day creates a category of economic activity that does not appear in conventional GDP 

accounting: the direct civic labour contribution of 18 million residents to community infrastructure 

maintenance. This activity has measurable economic value — the infrastructure it maintains, if it were 

instead maintained through contracted labour, would cost billions annually. The Community Day 

economy is a constitutionally embedded form of civic infrastructure investment that requires no tax 

revenue, no procurement process, and no dependency on commercial contractors. 

The Community Day economy also creates an economic education that no training programme can 

replicate. Residents who have spent Thursdays on farms, in water treatment plants, on road repair 

crews, and in canal maintenance operations understand the economic geography of the British Isles at a 

level of physical concreteness that shapes their civic decisions when they serve in sortition assemblies. 

Assembly members who have mended roads know what road maintenance costs, what it requires, and 

what it produces. This embodied economic knowledge is one of the most powerful anti-capture 

provisions in the entire architecture: it is very difficult to deceive with administrative statistics a person 

who has personal experience of the reality those statistics describe. 
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PART XII — THE DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

Chapter 29 — The Sovereign Digital Network 

The Sovereign Digital Network is the constitutional digital infrastructure of the Civic Commonwealth — 

the publicly owned communication and information system through which residents access civic 

information, participate in direct democracy, serve in assemblies, and engage with civic institutions. It is 

not the internet; it is a sovereign national intranet with constitutionally defined security and accessibility 

standards that the open internet cannot provide. 

The SDN meets: end-to-end encryption for all resident communications; data sovereignty — all data 

stored within the Civic Commonwealth on servers subject to constitutional data sovereignty protection; 

operational independence from any commercial or governmental interference; and universal accessibility 

without requiring expensive devices. No behavioural targeting algorithm — determining what information 

to show a resident based on predicted preferences — operates on the SDN for civic information delivery. 

All residents receive equivalent access to all civic information. 

Chapter 30 — SDN and the Civic Week 

The SDN architecture is designed around the civic week structure. Community Day generates data — 

environmental monitoring readings, agricultural condition assessments, infrastructure condition reports — 

that feeds directly into the evidence base available to sortition assemblies through the SDN. Every 

Community Day participant who takes a water quality reading, records a plant health assessment, or logs 

a road surface condition is contributing to the civic information environment on which assembly 

deliberation draws. The SDN is the infrastructure that connects this distributed civic data collection to the 

assembly evidence system. 

The education system uses the SDN as a primary learning resource from secondary level, teaching 

students to navigate civic information, evaluate evidence, and participate in civic forums. Students who 

have used the SDN throughout their secondary and tertiary education arrive at adult civic participation 

with the digital literacy that genuine use of the civic information system requires — not as an additional 

skill to be acquired, but as a natural extension of their educational experience. 
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PART XIII — THE ANTI-CAPTURE ARCHITECTURE 

The anti-capture architecture of the Civic Commonwealth is the collective system of provisions designed 

to prevent the governance system from being captured — in whole or in part — by any organised 

interest, professional class, or individual actor whose objectives diverge from those of the resident body. 

It operates at four levels: the structural level (eliminating the conditions that make capture possible); the 

procedural level (requiring processes that make capture attempts detectable); the institutional level 

(creating oversight bodies whose mandate is specifically to identify capture patterns); and the cultural 

level (embedding a civic culture that regards capture attempts as constitutional violations rather than 

normal governance behaviour). 

Chapter 31 — Structural Anti-Capture Provisions 

31.1 Sortition as Anti-Capture 

Sortition itself is the primary structural anti-capture provision. The mathematically verifiable randomness 

of the draw makes systematic placement of preferred individuals in assembly positions structurally 

prohibitive. An organised interest seeking to capture a sortition assembly must simultaneously place its 

preferred individuals in the random pool, ensure they are not excluded by the non-recurrence rule, 

ensure they are not filtered by the exemption process, and ensure they are drawn in the relevant draw — 

a sequence of contingencies that makes sustained capture of a sortition assembly across multiple 

consecutive terms extremely unlikely even for the most well-resourced actor. 

31.2 The No-Politics Doctrine as Anti-Capture 

The No-Politics doctrine eliminates the primary mechanism through which organised interests currently 

capture governance systems: political party funding and electoral campaign organisation. When there are 

no parties to fund, no campaigns to support, and no political careers to build, the specific investment that 

organised private interest currently makes in governance capture has no vehicle to travel through. The 

capture incentive does not disappear, but the capture infrastructure does. 

31.3 The Three-Day Week as Anti-Capture 

The three-day working week, combined with Community Day, has an underappreciated anti-capture 

function. The leisure time created by the three-day week — and the community knowledge created by 

Community Day — produces a population that is less economically stressed, less cognitively depleted, 

and more directly knowledgeable about the civic systems it governs than a population working five or six 

days per week on primarily economic activity. Capture of governance systems depends in part on the 

exhaustion and distraction of the governed population — people who are too tired and too busy to pay 

attention to what is being done in their name. A population with adequate rest and direct community 

experience is harder to capture. 

Chapter 32 — The Administrative Power Audit (DDSA-ADD-003) 

The Administrative Power Audit is an annual constitutional review by a sortition panel of eighteen 

members, drawn with comprehensive disqualification of anyone who has worked in the civic service, 

NES, or any civic body during the preceding decade. The panel examines: the educational and 

professional backgrounds of senior civic officers for diversity from a narrow professional pipeline; the 

networks of professional relationship connecting senior officers across institutions for coherent 

professional class formation; and the content of institutional reporting for evidence that effective decision-

making authority is accumulating within professional staff rather than remaining with assemblies. 
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Mandatory restructuring triggers: if more than 40% of senior positions across the civic service, NES, and 

facilitation service are held by individuals from the same five university networks; if more than 60% of 

NES senior staff have prior affiliations with the same three research paradigm communities. These are 

constitutional thresholds that activate automatically — they do not require NSA resolution, because the 

value of a trigger threshold is that it cannot be overridden by the institution whose drift it is measuring. 

Chapter 33 — The Post-Service Declaration System (DDSA-ADD-009) 

Every departing permanent civic officer, sortition assembly member, and NES registered expert 

completes a Post-Service Declaration within thirty days of service ending, covering all prospective and 

recent employment, advisory, consulting, and board arrangements. The declaration is reviewed by the 

ODR and published on the SDN. Where post-service arrangements approach the spirit of the formal 

restrictions without technically engaging them, the ODR issues a public advisory. This is the 

constitutional mechanism for reaching the informal influence space — the advisory roles, board 

memberships, and consulting arrangements that formal employment restrictions do not cover. 

Chapter 34 — The Community Day Anti-Capture Function Revisited 

Community Day deserves additional attention in the anti-capture context because it addresses a specific 

and often overlooked capture vector: the epistemic gap between professional administrators and the 

populations they administer. When civic officers make decisions about sewage infrastructure, they are 

typically drawing on reports, statistics, and expert testimony about an infrastructure system they have 

never personally operated. When sortition assembly members who have spent Thursdays in sewage 

treatment plants make the same decisions, they draw on direct personal experience. The capture vector 

— the ability of technical experts to mislead a technically inexperienced assembly through selective 

presentation, manufactured complexity, or implausible claims — is substantially reduced by a population 

that has direct community experience of the systems under governance. 

The Community Day experience is constitutionally intended to be uncomfortable as well as educational. 

The residents who spend Thursdays on road repair crews, in water treatment plants, or doing heavy 

agricultural work experience the physical reality of these systems in a way that administrative knowledge 

cannot provide. They also experience the relationships between different parts of the civic system — how 

road conditions affect farming vehicle access, how water quality relates to agricultural runoff, how canal 

maintenance connects to flood prevention. This systems-level experiential knowledge is one of the most 

powerful defences against the expert-evidence capture that the adversarial stress test identified as a 

Critical vulnerability. 
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PART XIV — LOCAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNANCE 

Chapter 35 — Local Sortition Assemblies 

Local Sortition Assemblies serve geographic communities of 80,000 to 120,000 residents across 

approximately 650 areas. Each LSA has thirty members serving twelve-month terms in two overlapping 

cohorts. LSA authority covers: local planning and development within the constitutional framework; 

management of local civic facilities; local infrastructure maintenance; local environmental management; 

and oversight of Community Day coordination within their area. 

The Community Day dimension of LSA authority is significant: each LSA works with its local Community 

Day Coordination Authority to set quarterly Community Day priorities for the area, reflecting the specific 

infrastructure needs and seasonal requirements of the local community. An LSA whose area includes 

significant agricultural land will allocate a higher proportion of Community Day labour to agricultural 

support during planting and harvest seasons. An LSA whose area includes stretches of canal will allocate 

Community Day labour to canal maintenance as a community priority. These allocations are civic 

governance decisions made by randomly selected local residents who, thanks to their own Community 

Day experience, understand from personal knowledge what each type of work involves and requires. 

Chapter 36 — Regional Civic Assemblies 

The seventeen Regional Civic Assemblies — twelve English regions and the national territories of Wales, 

Scotland, and Northern Ireland — have sixty members serving eighteen-month staggered terms. The 

RCAs for Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland have enhanced constitutional status protecting their 

authority in matters of cultural, linguistic, and territorial identity from NSA override. The cross-border 

institutions of the Belfast Agreement are explicitly preserved. The Scottish legal system is maintained as 

a distinct jurisdiction within the Civic Justice Architecture with its own Magister training programme. 

Regional energy governance is a significant RCA function: each RCA has advisory authority over the 

SMR cluster installations within its territory and full authority over the Batholith development programme 

within its geographic jurisdiction, subject to the national energy framework set by the NSA Energy and 

Infrastructure Committee. The RCA can set local conditions for SMR and geothermal installations — 

environmental monitoring requirements, Community Day access protocols, local employment 

preferences for construction and maintenance — within the constitutional parameters of the national 

energy sovereignty mandate. 

Chapter 37 — The Felt Legitimacy Architecture (DDSA-ADD-006) 

The Standing Civic Panels — thirty residents drawn by sortition at LSA level, serving six-month advisory 

terms — provide the ongoing resident engagement mechanism that addresses the felt legitimacy gap 

identified in adversarial stress test Vector 6. The Community Assembly Network at community level 

provides regular open meetings of approximately 5,000-resident communities, facilitated by ODR-

registered volunteers, at which residents engage with civic matters affecting their area and formally 

submit representations to the relevant LSA. 

Community Day itself is the single most powerful felt legitimacy mechanism in the entire architecture, 

though it is rarely described in those terms. A resident who spends Thursdays doing genuine community 

work — physically maintaining the infrastructure of shared life — does not experience the Civic 

Commonwealth as an abstract governance system managed by distant others. They experience it as the 

collective effort of themselves and their neighbours to maintain the conditions of community existence. 

This is the deepest possible form of civic ownership: not the theoretical right to participate in governance, 

but the weekly physical reality of contributing to the community's maintenance. 
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PART XV — HEALTH, CARE, AND SOCIAL PROVISION 

Chapter 38 — The National Health Provision Architecture 

Health provision in the Civic Commonwealth is a Civic Floor guarantee: every resident — BII and non-BII 

alike — is constitutionally entitled to the full range of health services required to maintain their physical 

and mental health, free at the point of use, without means testing, without premium payments, and 

without commercial profit extraction from the health function. The health system is publicly funded, 

publicly administered, and constitutionally protected from privatisation. 

The three-day working week has measurable health benefits that are constitutionally significant. The 

epidemiological evidence on overwork, sleep deprivation, and chronic stress — all of which are endemic 

features of full-time employment in industrialised economies — demonstrates that the health conditions 

associated with excessive working hours impose substantial costs on individuals and on health systems. 

The Civic Commonwealth's working week, with its thirty-hour contracted week and three full rest days, is 

constitutively a public health provision as well as a civic rights provision. 

The Civic Health Assembly at national level makes all decisions about the structure, priorities, and 

standards of national health provision. No private health service may extract profit from health provision 

within the Civic Commonwealth. Community Day includes health-adjacent community roles: supporting 

care homes, hospitals, and day centres with companionship and non-clinical support; assisting with the 

physical maintenance of health facilities; and participating in community health monitoring programmes 

such as air quality measurement, water quality testing, and the environmental surveillance that informs 

public health assessment. 

Chapter 39 — Carers, Mothers, and the Civic Floor 

The Civic Commonwealth constitutionally recognises two categories of domestic activity as civic labour of 

equivalent importance to paid employment: caregiving for dependent family members, and the parenting 

of children under five. Both are supported by Civic Floor income provisions — the Carer's Civic Income 

and the Civic Parental Income respectively — that ensure residents who perform these constitutionally 

valued functions do not experience financial penalty for doing so. 

Mothers — and sole primary carers — of children under five are specifically exempted from the three-day 

working week and Community Day obligations during the period of their child's dependency. The 

constitutional basis for this exemption is the recognition that the care of very young children is itself a 

form of civic investment with civilisational significance: the quality of early childhood care shapes the 

development of every adult who will subsequently serve as a sortition assembly member, a Community 

Day participant, a civic professional, and a member of the resident body. The Civic Commonwealth does 

not treat this function as a private matter to be managed by individual families with whatever support the 

market provides. It treats it as a civic responsibility, supported by civic provision, and honoured by 

constitutional recognition. 

Chapter 40 — Social Equality and the Anti-Stratification Provisions 

The civic equality provisions of the Civic Commonwealth operate at three levels. The formal level: every 

resident has equal legal standing before the Civic Justice Architecture, equal eligibility for Civic Floor 

provisions, and equal constitutional rights. The structural level: the economic architecture — the three-

day week, the Civic Floor, the land value capture mechanism, the National Equity Fund — is designed to 

prevent the structural accumulation of economic power that makes formal equality meaningless in 

practice. The epistemic level: the education system, the Community Day architecture, and the SDN are 

designed to ensure that the economic advantages that currently translate into educational advantages, 
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information advantages, and governance influence advantages do not replicate themselves in the Civic 

Commonwealth. 

The Anti-Stratification Audit, conducted annually by an independent panel commissioned by the 

Constitutional Audit Panel, assesses whether QAIS operations and civic institutional outputs are 

producing or reinforcing structural inequalities in civic participation, access to information, or treatment by 

civic institutions. All findings are published on the SDN. 
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PART XVI — ENVIRONMENTAL AND AGRICULTURAL 
ARCHITECTURE 

Chapter 41 — The Environmental Covenant 

The environmental covenant of the Civic Commonwealth is a constitutional commitment to every 

generation of residents, present and future. No civic decision may impose irreversible environmental 

costs on future generations without proportionate benefit to those generations — this is Inviolable Rule 

22 applied to the environmental domain. The covenant covers air quality, clean water, land integrity, 

biodiversity, and greenhouse gas management. 

Community Day is the primary mechanism through which the environmental covenant is maintained in 

practice. Environmental monitoring, conducted by Community Day participants under the supervision of 

Civic Commonwealth Environment Service professionals, provides the distributed data collection 

infrastructure that comprehensive environmental monitoring requires. Thousands of residents taking 

water quality readings, plant health assessments, and air quality measurements every Thursday 

generate an environmental dataset of unprecedented breadth and resolution that no contracted 

monitoring service could provide at comparable cost or coverage. 

The agricultural contribution of Community Day — the equivalent of hundreds of thousands of additional 

agricultural workers contributing to British farming — directly supports the food security provisions of the 

Civic Commonwealth's environmental framework. Regenerative agricultural practices, which require 

more labour than industrial farming but produce better environmental and nutritional outcomes, become 

practically viable at scale when Community Day labour supplements the professional farming workforce. 

The Community Day agricultural contribution is therefore simultaneously a social provision (community 

members understanding food production), a civic provision (maintaining food security), and an 

environmental provision (making labour-intensive regenerative practices economically viable). 

Chapter 42 — The Farming Renaissance Framework 

The National Farming Renaissance Framework provides the twenty-year programme of investment in 

farm viability, soil restoration, skills development, and market access that treats British agriculture as 

strategic national infrastructure. The Community Day labour contribution to agriculture makes this 

framework financially viable in ways that pure public subsidy cannot achieve: by providing supplementary 

labour at no direct cost to farmers, it enables farm businesses that might not be commercially viable as 

pure labour operations to sustain themselves through the productive period of the renaissance 

programme while the soil health, ecological restoration, and market development work takes effect. 

The Farming Renaissance Framework includes specific provisions for food sovereignty — the 

maintenance of domestic production capacity sufficient to provide the resident population with an 

adequate diet without uninterrupted international supply chain dependence. Food sovereignty is not 

autarky: the Civic Commonwealth participates in international food trade. But it requires that domestic 

agricultural capacity, maintained through the Community Day contribution and the Renaissance 

Framework investment, is sufficient to sustain the population under conditions of supply chain disruption. 
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PART XVII — THE LONG-TERM RESILIENCE 
ARCHITECTURE 

Chapter 43 — Constitutional Crisis Management 

The Constitutional Crisis Protocol activates when the Office of Democratic Review issues a Constitutional 

Crisis Declaration, which it may do only when specific defined conditions are met: any Inviolable Rule 

violation not remedied within thirty days; any attempt to prevent ODR from conducting its mandate; any 

attempt to prevent a sortition draw from proceeding; any detected breach of SDN constitutional security; 

or any seizure of military command by any actor not holding constitutional authority. 

The Crisis Protocol triggers: mandatory emergency NSA session within 72 hours; suspension of the 

authority of any implicated institution; activation of backup governance protocols from the Constitutional 

Continuity Document; and notification to all resident households through every available communication 

channel. The protocol is time-limited — requiring NSA confirmation within seven days to remain in force 

— preventing indefinite crisis governance by any body other than the constitutionally assembled NSA. 

Chapter 44 — The Generational Review Process 

Every twenty-five years, a Generational Constitutional Review is conducted by a specially constituted 

assembly of 200 residents drawn by sortition, whose mandate is to propose amendments to any part of 

this constitution through the processes established for the relevant tier of provision. The review 

acknowledges that no generation can design an architecture sufficient for all future conditions: the 

provisions of this constitution are the best available in the year of their writing, and each generation of 

residents has the right — and the responsibility — to adapt them in light of experience and changed 

circumstances. 

Chapter 45 — The Civilisational Archive 

The Civic Commonwealth maintains a permanent civilisational archive of its constitutional history, civic 

decisions, deliberative processes, and cultural heritage. The archive is protected by Inviolable Rule 21 

against retroactive modification. It is the constitutional memory against which the Institutional Drift 

Observatory measures the present — the baseline of what the system was designed to be, against which 

its actual trajectory is continuously assessed. 

The archive is also the resource from which future generations draw their understanding of why the Civic 

Commonwealth was built the way it was. The adversarial stress test findings are part of this archive. The 

specific provisions that responded to each attack vector are documented alongside the attacks 

themselves, so that future generations can understand not just what the constitution says but why it says 

it — what failure mode each provision was designed to prevent. This understanding is the best protection 

against the erosion of provisions whose purpose has been forgotten. 
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PART XVIII — THE COMPLETE ADDENDUM FRAMEWORK 

The ten constitutional addenda developed in response to the adversarial stress test are incorporated 

throughout this document. This consolidated reference provides the constitutional location and 

relationship to the addressed attack vector for each. 

Reference Title Constitutional Location Vector Addressed 

DDSA-ADD-
001 

Expert Pool Diversity Audit Chapters 18–19 Vector 1: Epistemic 
Capture 

DDSA-ADD-
002 

Transition Resistance Protocol Chapter 21 Vector 2: Transition 
Vulnerability 

DDSA-ADD-
003 

Administrative Power Audit Chapter 32 Vector 3: Elite 
Reconstitution 

DDSA-ADD-
004 

ECHR Compatibility Framework Chapter 22 Vector 4: Legal Challenge 

DDSA-ADD-
005 

Scalability Stress Test Protocol Chapter 23 + IVA 
Certificate 

Vector 5: Scalability 

DDSA-ADD-
006 

Felt Legitimacy Architecture Chapter 37 Vector 6: Democratic 
Legitimacy 

DDSA-ADD-
007 

NES Epistemological 
Independence Audit 

Chapter 18 Vector 7: Internal 
Contradiction 

DDSA-ADD-
008 

Operational Readiness 
Certification 

Chapter 23 + Transition 
Phases 

Vector 8: Practical 
Operability 

DDSA-ADD-
009 

Permanent Officer Accountability Chapter 33 Vector 9: Accountability 
Gap 

DDSA-ADD-
010 

Institutional Drift Observatory Chapter 20 Vector 10: Worst-Case 
Actor 
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CONCLUSION: THE CIVIC COMMONWEALTH IN FULL 

This document has described a complete civic architecture. It may be useful to hold the whole in view 

before considering the parts. 

A British Isles Inhabitant of the Civic Commonwealth lives a life structured by a civic week of thirty 

working hours across three days, eight hours of community labour on Thursday, and three days of 

personal freedom. They spent their formative years in a school that taught them how to think rather than 

what to think — how to evaluate evidence, how to construct an argument, how to engage constructively 

with people who disagree, and how to manage the practical dimensions of their own life. Their home is 

warm because 100 underground nuclear reactors and the deep heat of the British Isles' own geology 

provide abundant, cheap, domestic energy that no foreign power can withhold. The food on their table is 

grown increasingly by farming operations supported by Community Day labour — including their own, 

and that of the millions of people who work alongside professional farmers every Thursday. 

Their governance is conducted by people drawn from the same population as themselves, by the same 

random process that has drawn them to assembly service twice in their adult life. The people making 

decisions about their healthcare, their energy supply, their roads, their water, and their local environment 

are their neighbours, selected by lot, deliberating on the basis of evidence from experts who are 

constitutionally required to present genuine disagreement rather than manufactured consensus. There 

are no political parties, no political careers, and no political campaigns. There are no diplomatic 

ambassadors, no political officers, and no foreign policy in the conventional sense — only practical 

assistance bureaus where the Civic Commonwealth's people meet the world's people without political 

agenda. 

Their armed forces are at home, defending these islands, not projecting power in the service of 

geopolitical interests they were never asked to serve. Their constitution protects them against the slow 

capture of their governance system by organised private interest — through the sortition mechanism 

itself, through the Institutional Drift Observatory that watches for the Patient Architect, through the 

Community Day experience that makes administrative deception harder, and through the Ex-Politician 

and Ex-Civil Servant exclusion that closes the most obvious revolving door through which professional 

governance experience becomes professional governance capture. 

This is not a utopia. It is a constitutionally grounded architecture designed to produce substantially better 

governance outcomes than the system it replaces — not perfect outcomes, because no governance 

system produces those, but outcomes that more consistently reflect the interests of the resident body 

rather than the interests of those who have been most successful in exploiting the capture mechanisms 

of representative democracy. The adversarial stress test found real vulnerabilities. This document has 

addressed all of them, not by dismissing them but by making them structural features of the constitutional 

design. 

The Civic Commonwealth has one governing purpose: that the British Isles is governed by its own 
people, for their own benefit, in full knowledge of what is being decided in their name and why. 
Everything in this document exists to make that purpose real. 
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